Events
Celebrando Latine Through Archaeology
Immokalee Pioneer Museum | 9/16/2023 | 10:00AM – 1:00PM
Join us in celebrating Latine Heritage Month at Celebrando Latine! This educational event is dedicated to fostering connections and promoting cultural appreciation. Engage in a series of activities and explore local organizations that showcase the richness of Latine heritage and the wonders of Southwest Florida archaeology. Celebrando Latine is part of the Honrando Nuestra Historia series of events organized by the Florida Public Archaeology Network and taking place throughout Southwest Florida. Don't miss out on this opportunity to connect to, learn, and celebrate Latine heritage through archaeology!

Big Bus Event
Immokalee Pioneer Museum | 11/4/2023 | 9:00AM – 1:00PM
The Big Bus Event is a community outreach event whose focus is to inform the public of organizations and resources around the area as well as bring awareness to health-related issues in our community. The Immokalee Pioneer Museum hosts this event in efforts to bring the community together and highlight historic health and medicine and practices used in Southwest Florida!

Old Timers Reunion
Immokalee Pioneer Museum | 11/18/2023 | 9:00AM – 12:00PM
You are invited to a community reunion! Immokalee residents past and present are invited to fellowship with each other, tell their stories, and share photos and documents. We want to ensure our stories are preserved and shared with the next generation. With your permission, the museum will record the stories and scan documents for our archives. We can make copies, archive, and return your original documents that same day. Digital copies of the scans will be provided.
Light fare and refreshments will be provided courtesy of Friends of the Collier County Museums.

Prosecco & Petit Fours Pre-Holiday Gift Sale
Marco Island Historical Museum | 11/29/2023 | 4:00PM – 6:00PM
Come get into the holiday spirit at the Marco Island Historical Museum. The Marco Island Historical Society is hosting their annual pre-holiday gift sale with discounts, carols, holiday cheer, and prosecco & petit fours.

Family Friendly Events
Amazing Inventions Family Day
Collier Museum at Government Center | 9/9/2023 | 10:00AM – 1:00PM
Curious kids are invited to a fun family day exploring the world of invention. We'll be looking at some of our favorite inventions and how they work. Mad scientists and budding engineers will enjoy hands-on crafts and experiments to get their creativity flowing and explore how inventions have changed our world. All ages welcome, but best for ages 5-12. Drop in from 10 am to 1 pm — no reservations necessary. Free!

Family Fun Day: Honrando Nuestra Historia
Marco Island Historical Museum | 9/23/2023 | 10:00AM – 2:00PM
As a part of Latine Heritage Month, we will have activities and games exploring hispanic and indigenous contributions to 10,000 Islands region. This event will be geared to families. This is part of the Honrando Nuestra Historia Series of events organized by the Florida Public Archaeology Network and taking place throughout Southwest Florida.

Crazy Cryptids Family Day
Collier Museum at Government Center | 10/14/2023 | 10:00AM – 1:00PM
Get spooky with your kids this season in the mysterious world of cryptids! Are creatures like the Skunk Ape, Jackalope, and Chupacabra myths or monsters? We're deciding for ourselves with crafts and activities that will teach you to be afraid of the dark (or not!). All ages welcome, but best for ages 5-12. Drop in from 10 am to 1 pm — no reservations necessary. Free!

Pioneer Pumpkin Palooza
Immokalee Pioneer Museum | 10/21/2023 | 10:00AM – 2:00PM
How do you fix a broken pumpkin? With a pumpkin patch! Come join us and choose your favorite orange squash among many to paint and keep! The Pioneer Pumpkin Palooza consists of fun and educational activities including a pumpkin patch, arts and crafts, face painting, food and drinks, and more. Be sure to invite friends and family!

Collier County Wilderness Family Day
Collier Museum at Government Center | 11/18/2023 | 10:00AM – 1:00PM
Inspired by our temporary exhibit "Preserving Collier: 20 Years of Conservation Collier," we're exploring the public lands in Collier County through games, crafts, and activities based on our wild places.  We’re focusing on the lands, environments, and species that are protected, as well as the work that's done to protect them. All ages welcome, but best for ages 5-12. Drop in from 10 am to 1 pm — no reservations necessary. Free!

Homemade Holidays Family Day
Collier Museum at Government Center | 12/9/2023 | 10:00AM – 1:00PM
We’re getting crafty for the holidays and making all sorts of holiday decorations, ornaments, and more. We’re inspired by Florida, nature, and old-fashioned holiday traditions. Stop by to join the fun! All ages welcome, but best for ages 5-12. Drop in from 10 am to 1 pm — no reservations necessary. Free!

Cowboy Christmas
Immokalee Pioneer Museum | 12/16/2023 | 10:00AM – 2:00PM
What did Cowboy Santa say to his cow? Yeehaw! This milk is udderly delightful! Come join us for a Christmas pioneer themed event. Including fun and educational activities along with food and drinks! Be sure to invite friends and family!

Lectures
Key Ingredients of Collier County
Collier Museum at Government Center | 9/12/2023 | 2:00PM – 3:00PM
Curator of Education Elaina Gyure highlights the food that made us Collier County. From the seafood and game that brought the most devoted of anglers and hunters to this sportsmen’s paradise, to the agricultural industries of our eastern corridor, Collier County has a rich history of delicious edible resources.

Clawing Our Way to the Top: How Everglades City Became Stone Crab Capital of the World
Museum of the Everglades | 9/21/2023 | 2:00PM – 3:00PM
Everglades City is known as the “Stone Crab Capital of the World,” but how did this quiet little fishing village rise to claim that title? As the October 1st opening of the 2023 Stone Crab season quickly approaches, Museum Manager Thomas Lockyear will explore the history of harvesting this tasty crustacean and how it grew from a side job for commercial fishermen to a pillar of the local economy. The role that iconic characters from the region’s past like Ernest Hamilton and Totch Brown played in developing the business will be discussed as well as tools of the trade, the work of the locally based Florida Stone Crabbers’ Association, and the future of the industry.

Conservation Collier and 20 Years of Preserving Land in Collier County
Collier Museum at Government Center | 10/10/2023 | 2:00PM – 3:00PM
Conservation Collier works to acquire, preserve, restore, and maintain vital and significant threatened natural lands, forest, upland, and wetland communities located in Collier County for the benefit of present and future generations. The program is the subject of our latest exhibit, “Preserving Collier.” Hear from Conservation Collier staff about the work they do to acquire, manage, and preserve public lands with a wide variety of native habitats and species, while also providing public access.

Logging the Swamp: A Brief History of the Lumber Industry in the Big Cypress
Museum of the Everglades | 10/19/2023 | 2:00PM – 3:00PM
As the depression loomed in the wake of the Tamiami Trail’s completion, a new industry arose in the hardwood hammocks of the Everglades City area. Sawmills sprang up throughout the swamp, and lumber companies became the region’s primary employers — logging thousands of acres of massive mature bald cypress trees. Museum Manager Thomas Lockyear will discuss the rise and fall of the local lumber industry and how it affected the local economy and environment.

The Calusa and the Randell Research Center
Collier Museum at Government Center | 11/14/2023 | 2:00PM – 3:00PM
Join us for a special lecture for Native American Heritage Month. We will be hosting Annisa Karim, Operations Manager of the Randell Research Center, who will be discussing the history of their site and their efforts to recover from Hurricane Ian. Situated on the scenic western shore of historic Pine Island, the center encompasses 67 acres at the heart of the Pineland archaeological site, a massive Calusa shell mound.  The Center was heavily impacted by Hurricane Ian, and the staff have been working hard on restoration and recovery efforts.

Roadside Reservations: Seminole Tourist Camps Along the Tamiami Trail
Museum of the Everglades | 11/16/2023 | 2:00PM – 3:00PM
In recognition of Native American Heritage Month, Museum Manager Thomas Lockyear will explore the rise of Seminole (and later Miccosukee) communities along the Tamiami Trail following its completion in 1928 and their subsequent evolution from tourist camps to residential compounds. The shift from hunting, fishing, and subsistence living to tourism-based commerce reshaped the native culture and opened a new chapter in the future that is still being written. The change in perception of Native American patchwork and other handicrafts once sold as souvenirs to their modern-day recognition as works of art will also be discussed.

American Holiday Food Traditions
Collier Museum at Government Center | 12/12/2023 | 2:00PM – 3:00PM
What's a holiday without food?! Museum staff will be looking at the history of American holiday foods. From fruit cake to apple pie, we all have our favorites and our traditional recipes. Find out the stories behind these festive dishes.

Low Bush Lightning: Illegal Liquor in the Everglades
Museum of the Everglades | 12/21/2023 | 2:00PM – 3:00PM
While prohibition may have fanned the flames of the illegal liquor trade in the Everglades, making moonshine has always been a part of the gladesman culture. For many living off the land in the 10,000 Islands, distilling spirits wasn’t just a way to augment their income, it was a way of life. Others found a lucrative market for shipments of rum smuggled in from the Bahamas. Museum Manager Thomas Lockyear will discuss the region’s rum runners and moonshiners, and the efforts of the fledgling Sheriff’s office to curb the lawlessness of Florida’s last frontier and keep Collier County dry.

Educational
Preschool Program: Conservationist, Jr.
Collier Museum at Government Center | 9/20/2023 | 10:00AM – 11:00AM
In Conservationist, Jr. your preschooler will explore the amazing natural habitats we have here in Collier County. We will be learning fun ways that they can help to protect them — from using eyes-on and hands-on observation skills, to creating a classic shoebox habitat that they can take home! This program is in conjunction with Collier Museum at Government Center’s latest special exhibit about Conservation Collier and its local nature preserves. This program is ideal for ages 3-5. RSVP at CollierMuseums.com/Events or 239-252-8242 to ensure there are enough supplies for all participants.

Preschool Program: Bigfoots, and Skunk Apes, and Nessie, Oh My!
Collier Museum at Government Center | 10/18/2023 | 10:00AM – 11:00AM
Explore the legend and lore of cryptids with your little monster! Join us on a kid-friendly hunt for famous creatures like the Florida Skunk Ape and the Loch Ness Monster around the museum grounds and create your own cryptid in our cryptozoology lab! This program is ideal for ages 3-5. RSVP at CollierMuseums.com/Events or 239-252-8242 to ensure there are enough supplies for all participants.

Fall Homeschool Day 2023
Marco Island Historical Museum | 11/7/2023 | 10:00AM – 1:00PM
Get to know Marco Island’s early history through the people and stories who helped shape it! We will be focusing on figures such as Tommie Barfield, the Olds Family, Wells Sawyer, and more by looking at how they lived and worked in this island frontier.
Learn through hands-on exploration how the medically-trained Olds family used the natural resources around them to practice, how Tommie Barfield operated successful businesses and helped make Collier County happen, how Wells Sawyer’s scientific drawings brought the archaeology of Marco Island to life, and how Captain Bill Collier changed the clamming industry of the island. 
While RSVP is not required, it is encouraged to ensure enough supplies for students. Call our Curator of Education at 239-252-8242 or go to CollierMuseums.com/Events.
Three times a year, Collier County Museums hosts a day where homeschoolers of all ages will be able to come for free educational programming geared toward their specific age groups. We will have preschool, elementary, and middle/early high school appropriate activities based on that Homeschool Day’s theme. With a focus on combining history and STEM (we like to call it SHTEM!), Collier County Museums aims to provide your homeschooler with a holistic approach to learning about our region’s history. Homeschool Days will cycle through our five museums, so your family has an opportunity to get to know all of them!

Preschool Program: Fall Fun!
Collier Museum at Government Center | 11/15/2023 | 10:00AM – 11:00AM
Bring your preschooler for a classic Fall day right in Southwest Florida! We’ll be doing harvest-inspired crafts, picking our own apples, and enjoying some fall leaf sensory play.  This program is ideal for ages 3-5. RSVP at CollierMuseums.com/Events or 239-252-8242 to ensure there are enough supplies for all participants.

Preschool Program: Fall Fun!
Marco Island Historical Museum | 11/22/2023 | 10:00AM – 11:00AM
Bring your preschooler for a classic Fall day right in Southwest Florida! We’ll be doing harvest-inspired crafts, picking our own apples, and enjoying some fall leaf sensory play.  This program is ideal for ages 3-5. RSVP at CollierMuseums.com/Events or 239-252-8242 to ensure there are enough supplies for all participants.

Preschool Program:  Holidays of Southwest Florida
Collier Museum at Government Center | 12/20/2023 | 10:00AM – 11:00AM
Your preschooler will get into the holiday spirit by learning about the ways the cultures that make up Collier County celebrate the holidays! We will be looking at American, Mexican, Guatemalan, and Haitian holiday traditions through stories, songs, crafts, and food (allergen information will be provided). This program is ideal for ages 3-5. RSVP at CollierMuseums.com/Events or 239-252-8242 to ensure there are enough supplies for all participants.

Preschool Program:  Holidays of Southwest Florida
Marco Island Historical Museum | 12/27/2023 | 10:00AM – 11:00AM
Your preschooler will get into the holiday spirit by learning about the ways the cultures that make up Collier County celebrate the holidays! We will be looking at American, Mexican, Guatemalan, and Haitian holiday traditions through stories, songs, crafts, and food (allergen information will be provided). This program is ideal for ages 3-5. RSVP at CollierMuseums.com/Events or 239-252-8242 to ensure there are enough supplies for all participants.


